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R-VI hosts statewide Month 
of the Military Child kickoff 

Scott named 
Teacher of the 
Year 2021-22

Fifth graders in Kris Scott’s class are 
counting down the days until the last day 
of school, but it’s not because they can’t 
wait for summer; they are counting how 
many Fun Fridays they have left to enjoy 
in Scott’s class. 

“Kids love her and look forward to Fun 
Fridays,” said Dr. Trish Adkins, assistant 
superintendent of instructional services. 
“Students do not want to miss school 
when they are in her class.” 

Scott, a fifth grade teacher at East 
Elementary, has been named the 2022 
Teacher of the Year for the Waynesville 
R-VI School District.

“The committee chose Mrs. Scott 
because her passion for teaching and her 
love of students that she combines with a 

First Lady Teresa Parson visits with Waynesville students Malia Shirley 
and Anthony Esguerra. Photo courtesy of First Lady Teresa Parson’s 
Office. 

The Waynesville R-VI School District hosted the statewide kickoff for 
the Month of the Military Child on April 6 with First Lady Teresa Parson 
speaking about her appreciation of military children and presenting the 
Governor’s Resolution declaring April as the Month of the Military Child. In 
addition, Brig. Gen. Niave Knell (below, right), the Commandant of the U.S. 
Army Military Police School, and Dr. Margie Vandeven (bottom, left), the 
Commissioner of Education, spoke at the event as did Waynesville students 
Malia Shirley and Anthony Esguerra. Wood Elementary fifth graders from 
Jenna McCann’s class led the Pledge of Allegiance and presented dignitaries 
with Month of the Military Child artwork from throughout the district. 



strong sense of community,” Adkins said. 
“Mrs. Scott takes morning walks with her 
class where they have the opportunity for 
a brain break. Mrs. Scott and her students 
get to know each other and what is going 
in each other’s lives during these walks.”  

Before becoming a teacher, Scott was in 
the Air Force and recently retired from the 
Air National Guard. 

Teacher of the Year criteria includes 
professional activities, professional 
development, leadership, community involvement, contribution and 
accomplishments within the education field. Teachers participate 
in interviews with the Teacher of the Year Committee. During the 
interview portion, the committee learns more about the candidate’s 
teaching philosophy, how they interact with and impact students, as 
well as those issues that they view as a priority in education.

Scott will advance to the regional competition. Regional Teachers 
of the Year from around the state will then move on to the state 
Teacher of the Year process. 

Teacher of Year
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Washington named Remarkable 
Woman of Ozarks by KOLR

Dr. Elizabeth Washington, the 
director of special services at the 
Waynesville R-VI School District, was 
named KOLR 10’s 2022 Remarkable 
Woman of the Ozarks on April 6 and 
will compete nationally. 

“Her message is one of hope, 
perseverance and selfless service,” 
said Rick Harne, a School Board 
member who nominated her.  

Washington will go on to compete 

Dr. Washington is pictured being interviewed by Jenifer Abreu of KOLR-10.

nationally and has selected the 
Waynesville R-VI School District 
Foundation as the charity of her choice 
to receive the $1,000 donation in her 
honor for having been named the 
Remarkable Woman of the Ozarks. 

The KOLR10 announcement is 
at https://www.ozarksfirst.com/
local-news/local-news-local-news/
springfields-2022-remarkable-women-
winner-announced/

While teaching 
lessons on 
nutrition, health 
and exercise, 
Shane Rowland, 
the physical 
education 
teacher 
at Thayer 
Elementary, 
showed 
students just 
how much sugar 
is in beverages, including in 
soda and energy drinks. 
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District celebrates Love of Reading Week

Waynesville 
R-VI School 
Board 
members,  
Partners in 
Education 
soldiers 
and district 
administrators 
were among the 
guest readers 
during Love of 
Reading Week 
April 4-8, 2022.



During Love of Reading 
Week, students participated 
in multiple activities, 
including flashlight reading 
and decorating potatoes to 
look like book characters. 
They also enjoyed listening 
to the guest readers. 


